
SERMON - JESUS' TRIAL AND CRUCIFIXION PART 2, 2/25/18,   scripture 1 peter 2:21-25 

 

Introduction 

1. I'll say it again, I feel inadequate to the task of portraying the death of Christ for fear that I do not 

do it justice.  It's hard to adequately tell the story of my Savior and Lord. But I must.  

2. From Luke 23 last week we saw  the trial and Jesus' interaction with Pilate and Herod. 

3. Today we move on to see Jesus carrying the cross as He goes to be crucified. The year is about 

33ad, and the city is ancient Jerusalem.  

1. INTERRACTION WITH OTHERS , v26-31  on the via dolorosa, way of grief, way of suffering, painful way.  
26When they led Him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, coming in from the country, and placed on him the 
cross to carry behind Jesus. 27And following Him was a large crowd of the people, and of women who were 
mourning and lamenting Him. 28But Jesus turning to them said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, stop weeping for Me, but 
weep for yourselves and for your children. 29“For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the 
barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’ 30“Then they will begin TO SAY TO THE 
MOUNTAINS, ‘FALL ON US,’ AND TO THE HILLS, ‘COVER US.’ 31“For if they do these things when the tree is green, 
what will happen when it is dry?" 32Two others also, who were criminals, were being led away to be put to death 
with Him ." 

1. A bystander pressed into service: This was the Roman way. Jesus said if you are pressed into service to 

carry someone's pack for a mile, carry it for two miles, Matthew 5:41. 
2. It's thought that Simon was a Cyrenian Jew, northern Africa, in town for the Passover. 

3. The crowd of women had hearts and felt heavy emotions for the suffering of Jesus Christ. 

1. 29“For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that 

never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.’ 30“Then they will begin TO SAY TO THE 

MOUNTAINS, ‘FALL ON US,’ AND TO THE HILLS, ‘COVER US.’ 
2. Jesus in beautiful fashion tells them to lament something else which refers to the suffering that is 

going to come on Jerusalem in the future (70 a.d.). Revelation 6:16, 6th Seal 

4. Cryptic: "If they do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?" 

1. A contrast between something that is alive and fruitful versus something barren/dead. 

2. They - the ones putting Him to death. Pilate is able to do this to an innocent person, imagine what 

he and Rome will do to sinners. 

3. Therefore Jesus is saying in the coming days there will be a severe oppression brought on the 

people by these Romans. Imagine how much worse. 

4. The common sense of Jesus' words reminds us not to ignore injustice. You may think you have a 

friend because it is your enemy being put to death or persecuted or ostracized.  

Martin Neimoller wrote this poem that is featured in the Holocaust Museum in Boston MA: 

"First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out— Because I was not a Socialist. 

Then they came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out— Because I was not a Trade 

Unionist. 

Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out— Because I was not a Jew. 

Then they came for me—and there was no one left to speak for me. 

5. The arch of Titus in Rome commemorates the sacking of Jerusalem in 37 years.  

Beautifully portrayed the terror of the moment which Jesus predicted.  



6. Two others were being crucified this day - a slow day for Romans. We do not know anything 

about the trial of these two. But they were criminals. But it can hardly be imagined that they 

did not know about Jesus since the world knew about Him.  

It's a fairly crooked system when the crooked and the just get the same punishment.  

  

2. UNDER INCREDIBLE DURESS AND PAIN, STILL JESUS CARES FOR SOULS, vv33-43 

33When they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified Him and the criminals, one on the right and 
the other on the left. 34But Jesus was saying, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” And 
they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves. 35And the people stood by, looking on. And even the 
rulers were sneering at Him, saying, “He saved others; let Him save Himself if this is the Christ of God, His Chosen 
One.” 36The soldiers also mocked Him, coming up to Him, offering Him sour wine, 37and saying, “If You are the 
King of the Jews, save Yourself!” 38Now there was also an inscription above Him, “THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.” 
39One of the criminals who were hanged there was hurling abuse at Him, saying, “Are You not the Christ? Save 
Yourself and us!” 40But the other answered, and rebuking him said, “Do you not even fear God, since you are under 
the same sentence of condemnation? 41“And we indeed are suffering justly, for we are receiving what we deserve 
for our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he was saying, “Jesus, remember me when You come in 
Your kingdom!” 43And He said to him, “Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise.” Lk 23:33-43 

1. Two others being crucified, and they were real, legitimate criminals. 

2. Jesus prays for the murderous crowd, the insane religious leaders, the cruel Romans soldiers - 

"Father, forgive them…" 

1. Boy does this risk opening a can of worms. Upshot, they were not forgiven….they just were 

not blasted to kingdom come with a bolt of lightning by the Father in heaven who must have 

been very angry.  Later, if and when they repented, they were forgiven. 

3. There is salvation in the last hour. As Jesus taught in the parable of workers in the vineyard, the 

last getting paid the same as those who worked the entire day, so this thief on the cross who said, 

"Remember me when you come in your kingdom", and Jesus says , "Today you will be with Me in 

paradise."  

4. Don't wait until then, but even on deathbed you can be saved! 

  

3. JESUS IN HIS LAST HOURS ON THE CROSS, vv44-49 

"44It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45because the sun 
was obscured; and the veil of the temple was torn in two. 46And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, 
INTO YOUR HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT.” Having said this, He breathed His last. 47Now when the centurion saw 
what had happened, he began praising God, saying, “Certainly this man was innocent.” 48And all the crowds who 
came together for this spectacle, when they observed what had happened, began to return, beating their breasts. 
49And all His acquaintances and the women who accompanied Him from Galilee were standing at a distance, seeing 
these things."  44-49 
1. The crucifixion pain described: "Cicero on The agonies endured by the crucified have been thus 

summarized: "The fever which soon set in produced a burning thirst. The increasing inflammation 

of the wounds in the back, hands, and feet; the congestion of the blood in the head, lungs, and 

heart; the swelling of every vein, an indescribable oppression, racking pains in the head; the 

stiffness of the limbs, caused by the unnatural position of the body; - these all united to make the 

punishment, in the language of Cicero. From <http://biblehub.com/luke/23-26.htm> 

http://biblehub.com/luke/23-26.htm


2. You know that there are people who cannot function with a headache. Jesus could fulfill the 

ministry He was sent for. And he could take care of one last soul before He breathed His last. 

Imagine it if you will. 

3. Jesus said 7 things on the cross: Abba Father, I thirst, Behold thy mother/son, Today you will be in 

paradise, Receive my spirit, Forgive them…, It is finished. 

4. The Lamb shed his blood, taking the place of sinful man, offering the price for the debt of our sins. 

He died so that all might live. "He tasted death for all because God loves all men."  

Do you have this salvation? Have you obeyed the Gospel and have you made Him not only your 

savior, but your Lord?  

  

CLOSING: 
1. When I go through this text, I'm emotionally moved over what Jesus went through on my behalf. 

2. He said He came into the world for this very reason. To die so I could live. 

3. Christian faith is built upon the life, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. There is no Christianity, no 

church, no faith, without the lamb of God coming to take away the sin of the world. It is what we 

preach - the cross, the crucifixion, the curse, 

4. Jesus, innocent and without any guilt, went through the agony of rejection of His people and the agony 

of Roman punishment so that we can be forgiven and have eternal life. 

5. Next week, He rises from the grave! 

 


